
 

Dear Chatsworth Families, 

Happy New Year! We hope that you enjoyed a safe and restful winter break. 
We remain excited about the great things that are happening at Chatsworth 
School. As we continue to build strong home school connections, it is my hope 
that each parent will utilize BCPS One. This platform provides an opportunity 
to maintain ongoing communication and collaboration through a web-based 
approach, in order to engage the community in the instructional process. Par-
ents, if you have not already done so, please log into BCPS One to access your 
child’s grades and progress.   

 

Since the season of winter is here, we can expect weather-related school de-
lays, early dismissals, and closings. It is crucial that we be able to contact par-
ents/guardians in the event of an emergency or a change to the school day due 
to inclement weather.  If you have not already done so, please update your 
contact information with your child’s teacher and our school office staff.  In-
cluded in this newsletter are pages regarding early dismissal procedures. 
Please keep the delayed opening and early dismissal procedures sheets for fu-
ture reference. This is a friendly reminder that our doors do not open until 
9:00 AM. Students will not be allowed to enter the building until that time. To 
avoid having children wait outside for extended period of time in inclement 
weather, please time students’ morning routines so that they arrive at 9:00 
AM. Your assistance in this matter is greatly appreciated. 

 

I feel so fortunate to be a part of a community that works together as a family 
to provide enrichment and support to all of our children. As we review the first 
half of the school year, we can see that our efforts have been extremely pro-
ductive. I commend our staff, parents and families for doing an outstanding job 
in providing all of our children with so much in the way of academic support, 
encouragement and love. The success of our school depends on everyone do-
ing their part within the Chatsworth School Community. I look forward to our 
continued partnership in making Chatsworth School a place where all children 
meet with success. We are ready to enjoy a very exciting and successful second 
half of the school year. 

       Best Regards,  

      Andrea L. Derrien, Principal 

A Message from Mrs. Derrien  

January 2017 

 

 

 

 

Important Dates 
 

December 23-January 2 

BCPS Winter Break  

 

January 10 

Chatsworth Chat 5:15 pm 
followed by PTA meeting at 

6:00 pm 

 

January 12 

Team BCPS Day 

Wear Blue! 

 

January 13 

2nd Marking Period Ends 

3 hour early close for 
BCPS Elementary and 

Middle Schools  

 

January 16 

BCPS Schools and Offices 
Closed—Martin Luther 

King Day 

January 17 

BCPS Schools Closed for  
students /Professional De-

velopment Day 

 

January 26 

Report cards distributed 

 

February 20 

BCPS Schools and Offices 
Closed—Presidents Day 

 

February 22 

School Portraits 

Andrea L. Derrien, Principal  Lisa Feidler, Assistant Principal  

Chatsworth School 

As the school is an academic setting, we cannot allow distribution of invitations to 
any kind of event.  Please keep this in mind and do not send them in with your 
children.  

Reminder - Invitation Distribution 



New this year we will be offering Chatsworth Chats: 

 Chats are an informal opportunity to ask questions of grade level and special area teachers.   

 Chats are NOT an individual conference opportunity. 

 PTA Meetings will be held immediately following the Chats at 6 pm! 

 These Chats are for adults only; childcare will not be available. 
 

We look forward to seeing you at a Chat soon: 
Dates:  January 10th, and  March 14th              Time:   5:15-6:00 pm 

Join us for:  Chatsworth Chats! 

Due to unusually high numbers of students with stomach flu symptoms, the Baltimore County Health Depart-
ment and the BCPS Health Services Team are providing the following information: 

 

 HANDWASHING is very important!  Please review with your students proper hand washing and encour-
age that they wash often! 

 Hand Sanitizers are NOT effective against all germs!  This includes Norovirus which is a common cause 
of stomach illness.  Therefore, everyone should regularly use soap and water! 

 If your child has symptoms of norovirus (sudden onset of vomiting and diarrhea, abdominal cramping and 
nausea), keep affected children separated from other family members and home from school for 48 hours 
after the last episode of vomiting or diarrhea.  NOTE:  this is longer than the  typical 24 hour guidance) 

 

Please call the health suite with any other questions.  410-526-7791 or 410-887-1103.   Mrs. Redding, RN .   

A Note From the Nurse - Squash the Stomach Bug! 

Food Drive Follow-Up 

Ms. Linker wanted to share the lovely thank you note that she received  after our food drive: 

 

Dear Ms. Linker and the entire Chatsworth School,  

 

Thank you for taking the time to organize, collect and provide essential food products for the “Kids 
Helping Kids” Food Drive.  In October 2016, the Reisterstown Food Pantry provided grocery bags to 
274 families!  We couldn’t make this a reality without donations from caring community members.  
We are grateful for your food drive, so we can continue to feed the hungry!   

 

Kris Brown, RUMC Food Pantry Director 

BCPS News and Calendars on an App!! 

BCPS has a mobile app that will send you notifications of school closures - right to your 
smartphone!  Visit https://www.bcps.org/news/mobileapp.htm  to download the BCPS 
NOW app!  You can also check the Chatsworth School website for information at 
http://chatsworthes.bcps.org/ . 



     
 

A Reading Habit           

 

Independent reading is reading students choose to do on their own. Research indicates that many students do 
not choose to read often or in great quantities. Why don’t students read more in their free time? Studies point 
to a lack of association between reading and pleasure. In today’s world our children’s lives are packed with a 
multitude of agendas outside of school.  

“Collectively, research supports the fact that during primary and elementary grades, even a small 
amount of independent reading helps increase students reading com-
prehension, vocabulary growth, spelling facility, understanding of 
grammar, and knowledge of the world.” (Cullinan, 2000). 

Fortunately, we have technology as an additional motivational tool to ad-
dress personal choice of text. Our first, second, and third graders this year 
have access to IReady at school and at home. IReady is a computer program 
that has each reader choosing text that is comfortable for them to read.  

As adults, reading is a part of our everyday lives. Can you imagine a day 

without it? As we traditionally make New Year’s resolutions, we have to 

make reading a habit in our  children’s everyday lives, not an activity. 

Lauren Becker-Leiphart/ Literacy Specialist  

Read all about it! 

Please to remember to be kind to your fellow parents, our bus drivers and our Chatsworth School neigh-
bors.  Please remember: 

 

 Do not block the driveways of our School neighbors on New Avenue while waiting in line for car-
pool. 

 

 Enter the carpool line on New Avenue from Chatsworth Avenue, NOT Bond Avenue.  Attempting 
to enter from Bond Avenue and making a LEFT into Chatsworth holds up traffic, makes other par-
ents angry and blocks our buses from leaving the school and delivering the students home on time.  

 

 Please have your child ready to get out of the car in the morning – backpack in lap, jacket on, ready 
to go!  Your fellow carpool parents will thank you! 

 

 DO NOT let your children out of the car before the doors open at 9 am.  There is no teacher on duty 
out there.  The children are NOT supervised.  (They are also VERY cold!)  Please have them wait 
in the car where it is safe and warm.  

 

 DO NOT BE LATE for pick up.  The school day and carpool are over at 4 pm.  Calling to let us 
know you will be late is STILL LATE.  Staff are not on duty after 4 pm.  Consistent 
lateness is recorded, will result in a warning and possible removal from the Chats-
worth Magnet Program according to the Special Permission Transfer document that 
all magnet families sign.   

Polite Carpool Procedures - Reminder 



UPCOMING PTA EVENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES  

Our next PTA Meeting will be held Tuesday, January 10th at 6:00pm in the Chatsworth School 
Library following Chatsworth Chat.  

 

Please join us for the first PTA meeting of 2017! We'll make this one short and sweet!! On the agenda is a dis-
cussion regarding our all new Read-A-Thon and Family Literacy Night coming in March. The Fifth Grade 
Farewell Committee will also meet immediately following the PTA Meeting.  

 

PTA FAMILY NIGHTS OUT:  

 On January 16th from 6pm-9pm, Chatsworth PTA will host a Family Night Out Event at 
Players Fun Zone in Westminster! Passes can be purchased online at www.playersfunzone.com/
store. On their website, scroll down to January 16th to find the Chatsworth School dates and passes 
for purchases. Preordering online gives you discount pricing, but you can still buy at the door for 
regular pricing. See attached flyer (next page) for more details!  

 

 Enjoy Dinner Out with your Family and Friends and support Chatsworth PTA on January 24th at 
Reter's Crab House - 509 Main Street, Reisterstown, MD 21136 - Tuesday, January 24, 2017 

 

Make sure to download the new Box Top app for your Iphone/Android. It is an easy way to help our school 
earn box tops by simply taking a picture of your receipt. Questions about Box Tops or Labels for Education? 
Contact PTA Secretary, Nicole Brennan, at NicoleChatsworthPTA@gmail.com.   
 
Visit our website at www.chatsworthfamily.com today! By registering on our website, you gain access to all 
the information the PTA has to offer! You have the ability to order everything the PTA sells, and instead of 
receiving all those paper flyers and filling out forms for every event and fundraiser, you can get it all via 
email!  
 
Registering on the website is FREE and not the same as joining the PTA, although we encourage you to join! 
The cost of a membership is $15 per family and $10 for faculty members. By joining, you will have access to 
the Online Family and Student Directory. The benefits are many and the reasons not to join are few. Please 
join us today and become a voting member of our PTA. If you have any questions or concerns about joining 
or registering on the site, reach out to our PTA President, Amber McGinnis, at amber.smcginnis@gmail.com. 

  

Chatsworth PTA News and Events 

Online Payments  - Field Trips 
Online payment for school activities is now available to Chatsworth families 
for field trip payments. Now you can pay online from any location, 24 hours 
a day.  

Credit and Debit cards accepted 

Step by step instructions for parents to access the payment website and create 
your shopping profile will be sent home with your child’s next field trip permis-
sion/information form. Each payment transaction includes a 4% processing charge plus a $.35 
transaction fee.   http://osp.osmsinc.com/BaltimoreCountyMD    

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https://players.pcsparty.com/store/&c=E,1,_7Vsd447lgXDRCDuQvA4uzFFkQeokKFZktEnTLZ2iXxmVnqMG3HvMyH61xVplKxSY4BGsrktfBUI0Pl12ly_c9NuFQVYiT7Rz1tQzGC8Uv4,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https://players.pcsparty.com/store/&c=E,1,_7Vsd447lgXDRCDuQvA4uzFFkQeokKFZktEnTLZ2iXxmVnqMG3HvMyH61xVplKxSY4BGsrktfBUI0Pl12ly_c9NuFQVYiT7Rz1tQzGC8Uv4,&typo=1
mailto:NicoleChatsworthPTA@gmail.com
http://www.chatsworthfamily.com
mailto:amber.smcginnis@gmail.com


Follow us on Twitter - @ChatsworthSch 

Follow Chatsworth School on Twitter.  Twitter is a free service to communicate and stay connected to 
what’s happening through the exchange of quick, frequent answers to one simple question: What are you 
doing?  By following Chatsworth on Twitter, you can get text messages about the most re-
cent happenings or view Chatsworth updates on your computer from your Twitter account. 
Our communication with you is vital, and we have many means to keep you in-formed about 
procedures, school events, and general information. Bus updates are posted on Twitter!!  We 
are not always told when buses are running late, but if we know, we will share the infor-
mation with you via Twitter. 



Chatsworth School 

Inclement Weather Reminders 

 

Winter time brings possible weather related school delays and closings.  The following are a few reminders 
for our Chatsworth Families. 

 

Announcement of Closing/Delay 

Please listen to the radio and television news broadcasts to learn of Baltimore County Public Schools clos-
ings and delays.  You may also check the Baltimore County Public Schools website at www.bcps.org.  Ano-
tehr option is to download the BCPS NOW app at www.bcps.org to receive notifications of changes to the 
school schedule. 

 

Emergency Dismissal Form: 

Students are dismissed based on the Emergency Dismissal Form you filled out at the beginning of the school 
year.  Please do not call on the day of an early closing to make changes unless absolutely necessary.  The 
teachers have a copy of this form and will use it to dismiss your child.  You may verify your choice by call-
ing us in the office.   

 

Arrival and Dismissal Times 

Please see below for dismissal and arrival times when there are delays/early closings.  If your child rides a 
bus, you should expect your child to return home 1 or 2 hours earlier than usual depending on the length of 
the early closing.  Please refrain from calling the school for this information. The office is very busy at the 
time making sure all students have transportation arrangements. 

 

Dismissal:   

Bus Riders 

1 hour early dismissal:  buses begin leaving school at 2:50 pm. 

2 hours early dismissal:  buses begin leaving school at 1:50 pm. 

 

Carpool 

1 hour early dismissal:  carpool begins at 2:40 pm.  All students picked up by 3:00 pm. 

2 hours early dismissal:  carpool begins at 1:40 pm.  All students picked up by 2:00 pm. 

 

 

Arrival: 

1 hour late opening:  doors open at 10:00 am. 

2 hour late opening:  doors open at 11:00 am. 

 

Playkeepers: 

Playkeepers is closed when there is a delayed opening or early dismissal due to inclement 
weather.  Please check with Playkeepers staff with any questions.   

 

If you have any questions about these reminders or our procedures, please call us when 
you read this.  Please do not wait until an inclement weather day to call.  Preparedness 
will help us to have the most safe and effective dismissal and arrival possible.   
 


